November 11, 2007

Council Update

I trust you are all well and having a good year thus far.

There are a number of things happening at the council level that is summarized below for your consideration and interest.

Our 2007/2008 Social Studies Council Members (Please let me know if any of this is incorrect!)
President:

Ron Jeffery  

rajeffery@gmail.com

(403) 708-3605

Past-President

Marjorie A Lake

MALake@cbe.ab.ca

(403) 289-2551
President-Elect: 
Brian Burley

bburley@rdpsd.ab.ca

(403) 340-3100
Secretary:

Jill Germain

jgermain@epsb.net

(780) 413-2211
Treasurer:

Roland Zimmermann
zimmermannr@ecsd.net
(780) 440-9341

Conference Director
& Electronic Media Ed.
Karen Kahler

Karen.kahler@cssd.ab.ca
(403) 256-2944

Focus Editor

Craig Harding

jcharding@cbe.ab.ca

(403) 777-7870

One World Editor
Ralph Dilworth

redilworth@cbe.ab.ca

(403) 228-5363 

Alberta Ed. Rep.

Cheryl Przybilla

Cheryl.Przybilla@gov.ab.ca
(780) 422-3282

PEC Liaison

Michelle Glavine
gglavine@rockyview.ab.ca 
(403) 242-4456
ATA Staff Advisor
Tim Johnston

tim.johnston@ata.ab.ca

(780) 447-9432

University Rep.

Susan Gibson

susan.e.gibson@ualberta.ca
(780) 492-4273

Heritage Fair Rep.
Lois Gluck

Lois.Gluck@spschools.org
(780) 460-3712

Regional Presidents
Calgary & District
Daniel Zeeb

daniel.zeeb@cssd.ab.ca

(403)242-1801
Central Alberta

Elizabeth Fargey
efargey@rdpsd.ab.ca


Edmonton & District
Gary Smith

gary.smith@edmonton.ca
(780) 944-7826

Northern Alberta
Roger Doucet

rdoucet@hpsd48.ab.ca

(780) 925-2550
Southern Alberta
Dave Fletcher

david.flethcer@lethsd.ab.ca
(403) 328-9606
Upcoming Council Meeting Dates & Location:

Saturday December 10, 2007:  Executive Meeting, Calgary (SARO) 10 AM – 2 PM

Friday March 7, 2008: Full Board Meeting, Edmonton (Barnett House) 7 PM – 9:30 PM

Saturday March 8, 2008: Full Board Meeting, Edmonton (Barnett House) 9 AM – 2 PM

Saturday May 24, 2008: Executive Meeting, Calgary (Ron’s Home) 10 AM – 2 PM

Friday September 19, 2008: Full Board Meeting, Calgary (SARO) 7 PM – 9:30 PM

Saturday September 20, 2008: Full Board Meeting, Calgary (SARO) 9 AM – 2 PM

2008 Social Studies Conference

October 17-19 Banff Springs Hotel
Attachments
“Planning Guide for Association Professional Development”  Jacquie Skytt (please read when you get a chance before our next meeting)  **of particular interest to Regionals**

Links
First Nations, Metis and Inuit Education Council

http://fnmiec.teachers.ab.ca/NR/rdonlyres/42799C74-C5F4-4D5E-843A-4F961AD75757/0/FNMIEC_Brochure.PDF
ATA Specialist Council Directory

http://www.teachers.ab.ca/Professional+Development/Specialist+Councils/Council+Directory/
Directory of ATA Locals

http://www.teachers.ab.ca/Quick+Links/ATA+Locals/Locals.htm
ATA Forms Including Membership Forms to Specialist Council & Reporting Forms

http://www.teachers.ab.ca/Quick+Links/Forms/
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Information Notes for Council Members from President’s Meeting, Nov. 2 & 3, 2008 – Barnett House

· ATA Strategic Plan overview and workshop:  a copy will be mailed to all council members towards the end of November to review prior to our next executive meeting in December and full board meeting in March.  This plan is the direction the ATA and Specialist Councils will be heading in the future and there are implications for the role of Specialist Councils

· Need to communicate Social Studies Council curricular goals to student teachers and parents in addition to our membership (for discussion….)  Electronic communication?

· Our council are seen as curricular experts – how does this translate to practice & action? (review of our current activities to support the new curriculum)

· Advocacy – What are we as a council advocating?  What should we advocate for?  (discussion)

· Publications (One World, Focus & Web Site) – should there be a thematic link to the ATA Stragic Plan? (i.e. plan goals of social justice, alternative perspectives and democracy)

· Services  - Curriculum and Student Evaluation Name Bank (we should be proactive having our members participate so we can influence curriculum and evaluation development)…how do we do this?

· Review of Honorary Member List – A review is necessary to update our honorary life memberships which council pays for annually (note: I believe we should be putting this list of our honorary members in each issue of One World and list on our web site to recognize their outstanding contributions to Council and Social Studies over their careers)

· New Grant Formula from ATA to Council:  $5,000.00 automatic hold-back for mailings, printing etc…..other funds based on 2% increase overall paid up-front to council
· This is a transition funding year – with increased membership, grants in future will be based on actual membership – may take two years for full implementation

· Concern expressed, particularly by smaller councils….alternative funding arrangements being looked at

· Highest membership achieved during year used to construct following year’s grant

· Voluntary 2nd membership fees to go to council in entirety

· Membership calendar year August 30 – August 30 (as membership now mandatory in a school year)

· Concern expressed about “competition” for memberships among councils

· Recognition of importance of Regionals and adequate funding to help meet new curriculum needs

· Consortia is a very important resource for council – an offer publicity we can’t offer

FOR ACTION

Please look at the ATA First Nation, Metis and Inuit Education Council (FNMI) brochure under “links” above.  They have a very attractive and professional looking brochure.  The SS Council brochure is outdated and unappealing in general – we can do better.  The ATA will put Specialist Council brochures on ATA tables at teacher conventions for members….this is VERY important now that teachers must select a council to belong to.  Any volunteers to review our brochure and make suggestions?  This will be a decision item for our December executive meeting as conventions begin in the new year.
Regional Presidents:  Please keep council updated on regional initiatives and activities and remember your reports for our board meetings!  Thanks

GREAT NEWS in that we have a new president for our Edmonton regional – welcome Gary Smith …..AND…..a special welcome to Roger Doucet who is our new regional president of the Northern Alberta Regional – a position that has been vacant for far too long.  Roger will be actively recruiting interested social studies teachers in the north to collaboratively share their expertise and to try to provide PD opportunities in Social Studies to our northern colleagues.
ATA Web Site Resources!!!!

There is limited but useful access on the ATA web site to membership files to mail labels, print-outs, email etc. that our President, Treasurer, Secretary, Web Manager and Conference Director can access.   The site can provide us with updated membership information via the ATA database which can be useful for providing services and resources to members.  A demo will be provided at our December meeting.

ONE WORLD UPDATE

Ralph will be producing two issues of ONE WORLD this council year….one for April/May publication (the fall ONE WORLD just came out in October – thanks Craig!) and again for Conference in October, 2008.  Ralph is hard at work securing outstanding writers/contributors to continue our long tradition of high quality journal publications.  This is a major benefit to our members along with FOCUS and great to see continuity established once again.  Focus will be published 3 times during the 2007/2008 council year.

Note From Ralph:  I am looking for submissions for ONE WORLD on the general theme of “Fostering Global Consciousness”.  Articles may look at this from various angles including:  globalization, blobalization and curriculum, creating connectedness and global awareness, infusing the curriculum at all levels, amongst other possibilities….   If you can help with suggestions, please write Ralph at: redilworth@cbe.ab.ca
Web Site:  Please check our web site to look for broken links; outdated information etc. and help our super lady Karen Kahler (conference director 2008 AND Web Master) by letting her know so it can be updated.  Web sites require a collective effort to ensure they are as helpful as possible to members.
karen.kahler@cssd.ab.ca
Suggestions for additions to our web site:  publication of annual report and AGM for members but not meeting minutes; full board member information; list of past award members and call for nominations for this year

Ongoing Conference Initiatives & Programs:
Annual Conference, One World Journal, Focus Newsletter, Regional Workshops, Historica, Heritage Fairs, Web Site – discussion of how we can maximize the above and a consideration of new initiatives to provide services to our growing membership

For March Board Meeting (to be discussed and clarified relative to ATA Strategic Plan)

Vision:  What do we as a council hope to become? (with the foundation of where we are now)

Values: How must we behave in order to make our shared vision a reality? 

Goals:   What steps will we take first and when?

For Consideration & Discussion:  Some specialist councils are considering voting for officers or at least nominations via their council web site…..this has significant benefits over just the AGM as it is more inclusive now that more teachers will be members of our council many of whom won’t be able to attend our annual conference
TIM:  There has been a request by our treasurer, president, journal editor and conference director to have business cards, letterheads and envelopes.  Any possibility of this happening soon??  Thanks

Constitution:  Some revisions will be required due to new policy and the strategic plan initiatives.  This will be an agenda item for both the upcoming Executive and Full Board Meetings

Call for Agenda Items

Please submit any items to be considered for the December executive meeting or March full board meeting directly to Ron with a copy to our secretary Jill Germain.

THAT’S IT FOLKS!
Things are starting to shape up for this year for our council (unlike for the Oilers, Flames, Eskimos and Stamps) and it will take the volunteer efforts of all our council members to help us reach our goals and continue to contribute to the teaching of Social Studies in Alberta.
Respectfully submitted November 11, 2007 by

Ron Jeffery

President, Social Studies Council

(403) 708-3605

rajeffery@gmail.com
